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1. Who is the person behind the art. 

 Aanii ,  my name is Angela Wemigwans, I was a mother of 3, but I have been left to walk with 2 wonderful 
children in this realm.  I have been given 7 beautiful grandchildren, who, in more ways than one have been 
a great inspiration, to choices I have made in my journey.  I am grateful to add that I have been blessed 
with 4 great-grandchildren and one on the way. 

 I have heard so many times in my life that the circle always becomes complete in whichever road we 
follow.  For me, the circle of creativity has taken me back to where it has first began. As a young child, my 
brother and I would help our mother and our grandmother  doing their birch-bark, bead and leather work.  
If we got bored and lost interest they would let us add our own spin of creativity.   As years went by, I 
would expand my creativity through sewing, quilting and knitting. now I am back to designing and creating.    

 I started my young adult life furthering my education, in Architectural Design at Centennial College in 
Toronto.  Due to loneliness and distance away from family I chose to transfer to Sudbury, but at the time 
Cambrian College did not offered the course.  Since I did not want to sway to far  away from my love for 
numbers, I decided to enrol in Accounting.   This is where I settled for most of my career life.   



2. How did it all start? 

To be honest, I started making jewellery out of boredom..   
Living in a big city of Toronto and having had my sense of 
adventure, and seeing most of the highlights of the city, I 
decided to stay home one weekend to read a book or 
something.  My eyes caught the boxed kit, I had given to my 
granddaughter as a gift, but found out she was not interested 
in it. Opening that box that day changed my life. When I 
finished the kit, I wanted to do more.  So I ventured out to 
find more of the materials I needed, bumped into a store that 
offered more than I can imagine, As I stood in there,  being 
exposed to so much, designs came pouring out, overflowing 
with ideas, and this was how the Bracelet of 4 Colors is born.           



2. How did it all start? (cont’d) 

From the beginning of my jewellery making, I wanted to incorporate my culture into my work.  Living 
in a large multicultural centre, I wanted to be kept reminded of who I was, and where I came from.  
While wearing my bracelet at meetings or talking to people, many would admire  it and start asking 
questions, they would become more intrigued.  As I started telling them what it meant to me, the more 
they were drawn in to learn more, stories were shared and exchanged and I learned more of the other 
cultures and their own stories. Soon enough my  boredom was filled purpose. My time began to 
expand to knotting metal as a challenge to self.   Hence, the beginning of KNOT’S SO COOL.  But I 
wanted more, I wanted to expand my knowledge, experience and realized that the name I was limiting 
me to just Knots.  At the same time, my mind was working overtime, noticed that this city had more to 
offer me than I can imagined.  I started enrolling to classes, workshops and sign up to groups, such as 
the Toronto Bead Society, a lot more experiences opened up so much more opportunities.  

This is the advice I give my grandchildren.  Do not say   “I’m Bored”  unless you are ready for it.    



3. Why Twists & Turns? 

I was watching my granddaughter dance at a powwow, I saw how she gracefully did her twists 
and turns to show her beautiful regalia , than it is when it hit me   Twists and Turns.  It fit  
well with the work that I do, I can bead, I can cut, I can file, I can do my rendering.  I felt 
free, I felt open, I felt expanded, just by changing the name opened up more doors.  
 
 I may have a vision for a piece, I can draw out the design, measure it out and tell myself that 
this is how it will turn out.  I noticed most times, my metal will turn its own way and evolve 
to something else totally different then what my thought process began with.   At times like 
this I just let it happen,  these are the times I know someone is coming in the future for 
whom it is meant for.  Sometimes  I am only a catalyst  of something up ahead, and not 
know it or up to me to question or judge my work, but to trust. 
 



4. Vision Statement 

 Twists & Turns  

Where jewellery is as unique as you 
are… 

Some people do not like seeing the next person wearing the 
same outfit as them at any function.  This made me decide to 
make my pieces one of a kind, and unique as the person 
wearing them or whom it may be meant for. 

There are times when more than one person will want the 
same design shown, it is at these times I will make multiple 
pieces but I will number them as limited edition.   I am a 
person who will not make the same piece over and over again, 
repetativeness has never been my virtues.  I become bored with 
the piece, and it becomes more of a chore.  



Twists & Turns 

The most beautiful pieces I have seen during my travels 
is : 
 
1. The Pope’s ring.  I was so mesmerized by the ring 

that I became unaware of the protocol of the 
presence of the ring,  but glad I got to shake the 
wearers hand. 
 

2. I was able to wear a $50,000.00 emerald Tennis 
Bracelet I tried on at a fine jewelers store.  I got a 
picture taken with it on, but sorry I do not have a 
picture to share because the camera was lost on our 
way home.  But I did wear a high end piece of 
jewelry for a few seconds. 

 
 



 

5. Turning Point: 

I decided to make Twists & Turns a reality at the turning point of my life,  when I was informed by the doctor that 
my cancer has returned and at the same time my grandchildren were being taken from their mom, due to 
addictions.  I decided to bring the children home to my community instead of returning to the city.  I wondered 
what I am going to do, it was a bittersweet decision,  leaving my job and my passion  behind.  All of my focus was 
geared to the children and bringing them back to my community, to the traditions and values I learnt growing up. 
Once things got settled I continued with my passion and added online courses to help me learn more of the field.  
I earned my Certificate of Completion in Jewellery Design from New York School of Art & Design and Jewellery 
Design and Theory from Ashwood College.  I also attended workshops taking place in Toronto,   I would leave 
early in the morning to make it to class and return right after to prepare the children for school the next day, this I 
did so I would not be away from them for long periods. They too would love the travel if it were weekend classes.   
Year and a half of returning home, I registered my business in the provincial level for my Master Business Licence, 
to help me obtain supplies at a discount price from some stores and suppliers.  This was an incentive for me to 
continue with my passion.   



6.  Marketing My Product 

Promoting and marketing my product is part of the process of getting my work out. 

I started promoting by word of mouth,  one person would be promote a bracelet or an earring I had made for 
them and interests and sales would expand from there. 

I attend powwows, conferences, and craft fairs   

Another form of promotion I started doing, was send my applications to juried shows, art festivals and art 
galleries.  

One of the applications submitted lead to an acceptance to the marketplace at the PanAm Games in 2015. 

Another lead to an invite to the Parallax Art Fair in London, England in  2016, which lead to another 
showcase at an art gallery in London, England. 

I submit  application to organizations both local and out of town. Sometimes this may lead to invites to 
showcase my work at other establishments. 

 



6. Marketing My Product (cont’d) 

 Another form of promotion which I find is packaging.  Packaging is another form of advertising and I 
get most of my promotional materials from Vistaprint.  I find that since they have opened a storefront 
in Toronto, delivery has been quicker.  They have all promotional products all in one website.  I get 
my labels,  gift certificates, postcards, business cards and any other promotional items, from 
Vistaprint. 

 Not only do I have put my work up online through my website, (www.twistsandturns.ca) I have items 
listed through my Twists & Turns Facebook page, Amazon.ca,  Northern Arts website and 
ArtistsinOntario.com.  I have submitted my advertisement in the Studio an artist’s magazine 
published in Toronto.  Instagram is another platform for advertising which I have signed up, but I still 
have not been able to take fully advantage of its benefits. 

 There is tons of options for promotion on the world wide web, it’s all about the time spend on the 
research, that has me deterring from many of them.    
 



8. Successes & Obstacles 

 Su;ccesses: 

My high point of building on my business is being able to be home with the children, to love and nurture, 
and be there for their own little obstacles they may encounter in their own lives.   To me, children needs 
are first priority before the business and I am fortunate to be able to be home and tend to them.   It may 
be days I will not be in my own space, but when the time comes I let my creativity flow. It may be during 
those days my time is filled by them that the most aha moment may come through, which is the reason I 
always have my sketch book handy.  Most inspirations can come from the children themselves.  My other 
success of working on my business is their interest of what I am doing.   One of the little ones is intrigued 
at what I am doing, and times he will be my little apprentice, and it makes me happy to see that he is 
interested in trying certain things.   Safe ones.     

Every day that I am in my workspace, I make sure I smudge my area, and be grateful that I am able to do 
what I love doing.    Smudging has always one of the practices I do before I even start with any of the 
projects I may be working on. 



Successes and Obstacles (Cont’d) 

Obstacles are evident in anything we do and I too encounter an obstacle a time or two.  It 
could be something as a family issue or an off day for the any one of the children. 

I may find myself hitting the creativity block, when nothing comes through.  I may sit there 
with a blank sheet of paper and nothing flows,  it is during these times I will pick up needle 
and thread and work on some beadwork.  It seems to me help get through blank period. 

Another obstacle I may encounter is not have the right tool to use for a certain project, this 
may stall my project for a time but most times I will find myself use my creativity to build a 
certain tool and this would take time.  A lot of thinking, creating and manipulating could be 
involve in making the right tool to use as tools are not readily available or can be bought. 



8. Advice to others 

What I would share with anyone wanting to continue in this field:   

 Take in as much Math, & Chemistry, as there is measuring and re-measuring, calculating, knowing the metals and 
solutions.  For example,  I get orders that will say I wear a size 8 ,  I take that number, as a base measurement and 
calculate with the thickness of the metal and take in any modifications added, to come up the  right size.    

 Knowing your Metals is another factor to take into consideration,  What does a metal do?  how does it perform in 
heat? is it good to mix with another metal?  Mostly I work with sterling silver and copper, as copper is a part of 
sterling, fine silver alone will not become harden without the copper alloy.  Surgical steel, is not to be mixed with 
sterling silver as it can contaminate the piece, only time I work with them together is by using them as ear hooks. 
Brass is another metal I use but only to prop up my designs. But I will not go further into metals as it is a different 
presentation in  itself. 

 Took courses, workshops and keep in the circle of common minds. 

 Inspiration – the children their drawings, coloring, see things, or vision to develop jewellery, let metals speak to you 



9. Moving Forward 

 Short term Goals: 

 Hallmark stamp made for metal work 

 Rebrand packaging promotional material and business cards 

 

 Long Term Goals: 

 Capital: Equipment 

 Capital: New workshop 



9: Moving Forward (Cont’d) 

For Christmas, my granddaughter 
gifted me her sketch of a Fancy 
Dancer and to add to my collection of 
their Art. 

This gave me an inspiration to use 
this as my Hallmark stamp, and I 
found it to fit as Twists and Turns. 



9: Moving Forward  (Cont’d) 

This will be the result of my hallmark stamp 
which I will be using as my identifier. 

New business cards and promotional items will 
be developed to re-brand my product. 

Stamp will be 5mm x 5 mm 



Twists and Turns 

 



Twists and Turns 



10. Conclusion 

This concludes my presentation and to the best of my 
knowledge, I will try and answer any questions anyone may have. 

    

Fingers crossed we will try and play a video to end this with 
session. 

Chi-meegwetch, for taking the time to listen to my story. 
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